
Islam and 
Organ Donation

Trillium Gift of Life Network would like to thank 
the following organizations for providing 
direction to produce this brochure.

Registering is EASY  
1. Vist BeADonor.ca or your local  

ServiceOntario location 
 

2. Share your final wishes with 
your loved ones.

To learn more visit: BeADonor.ca

Trillium Gift of Life Network, part of Ontario 
Health, is responsible for delivering and 
coordinating organ and tissue donation 
and transplantation services across the 
province, as well as for planning, 
promoting and supporting all health care 
and allied professionals, advocates and the 
Ontario public in fulfilling their shared and 
integrated responsibilities in saving the lives 
of Ontarians waiting for a life-saving 
transplant.

The FACTS: 
 
• One organ donor can save up to eight  
   lives and enhance as many as 75 more. 

• Everyone has the potential to be a 
  donor regardless of age or health status.

• Studies show that donating the organs  
   and tissues of a loved one who has died  
   can provide immediate comfort and  
   long- lasting consolation to family 
   members in their grief.



Islam and organ donation  
Organ donation is the gift of an organ to help 
another person who needs a transplant to live. 
One organ donor can save up to 8 lives. Organ 
transplantation is a very successful treatment 
for patients with end stage organ failure. 
However, it does rely on human compassion. 

Is organ donation permissible in 
Islam? 

In the past two decades, Muslim scholars 
from around the world have convened to 
discuss the permissibility of organ donation. 
The majority of shariah councils have 
concluded that organ donation is allowed, 
and indeed recommended, in Islam. It is our 
hope that the information presented here will 
motivate you to make an informed decision 
about becoming a registered organ donor.  

The opinion of permissibility:  
Most scholars hold the opinion that organ 
donation is permissible given the following 
conditions1: 
	 1.	The donor is not harmed by the donation.
	 2.	The recipient requires the organ in order 
	  	 to live or in order to perform an essential 
 		  function.
	 3.	The donor’s body, whether living or dead,  
		  is respected and treated with dignity.
	 4. The donor gives his or her organs freely.
	 5.	The organs are not bought or sold.
1 �Based on the verdict of the International Islamic Fiqh Academy, 

Saudi Arabia, February 1988.

The reality...   
Every three days, one person in Ontario dies 
while waiting for an organ transplant. 
Unfortunately, there are many Muslims 
waiting for transplants, but few Muslims are 
registered organ donors. Please consider this 
reality. Consult a scholar or someone you 
trust to make an informed decision and help 
save lives by registering your consent to 
donate your organs after death.

As part of your Islamic tradition, you 
may also want to consider adding organ 
donation to the list of items in your 
Wasiya (Islamic will), which usually 
informs relatives about your wishes 
and recommendations.

This opinion is based on the well-established 
legal principle, necessities overrule 
prohibitions. They also point to the Qur’anic 
verse: “Whoever saves a life of one person it 
would be as if they saved the life of all man-
kind.” (5:32)

The following are some of the local and inter-
national institutions which have issued legal 
opinions (fatwas) for the permissibility of 
organ donation in Islam:
	 •	The Canadian Council of Imams
	 •	The International Islamic Fiqh Academy  
		  of the Muslim World League, which com 
          prises of scholars from around the world
	 •	�The Fiqh Academy of the Organization 

of Islamic Conference (representing all 
Muslim countries)

	 •	Al Azhar University, Egypt
	 •	Saudi Arabia’s Council of Senior Ulema  
		  (Islamic scholars)
	 •	�The International Islamic Conference held  

in Malaysia
       •	�Fatwa Committees in Jordan, Kuwait, 

Egypt and Algeria. 


